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Section 8: Pregnancy, AIDS, and STD Risk Perceptions

Section 8 is administered only to respondents who are at least 15 years old.  They are asked to estimate their risks of pregnancy,
AIDS, and sexually transmitted diseases.

[Hand R show card 5.]  The next questions ask about your thoughts on pregnancy, sexually
transmitted diseases, and AIDS.  Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with each
of the following statements.

This section is administered if AGE $ 15.
1. Getting (If R is male, add: someone) pregnant at this time in

your life is one of the worst things that could happen to
you. H1RP1 num 1

8654 1 strongly agree

3814 2 agree

1326 3 neither agree nor disagree

869 4 disagree

313 5 strongly disagree

24 6 refused

5676 7 legitimate skip

69 8 don’t know

1 9 not applicable

2. It wouldn’t be all that bad if you got (IF R is male, add:
someone) pregnant at this time in your life. H1RP2 num 1

321 1 strongly agree

1115 2 agree

1487 3 neither agree nor disagree

4812 4 disagree

7238 5 strongly disagree

23 6 refused

5676 7 legitimate skip

73 8 don’t know

1 9 not applicable

3. If you got the AIDS virus, you would suffer a great deal. H1RP3 num 1
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9111 1 strongly agree

3739 2 agree

1240 3 neither agree nor disagree

570 4 disagree

299 5 strongly disagree

21 6 refused

5676 7 legitimate skip

90 8 don’t know

4. It would be a big hassle to do the things necessary to 
completely protect yourself from getting a sexually
transmitted disease. H1RP4 num 1

1300 1 strongly agree

1600 2 agree

1195 3 neither agree nor disagree

4812 4 disagree

5996 5 strongly disagree

26 6 refused

5676 7 legitimate skip

140 8 don’t know

1 9 not applicable

[Hand R show card 6.]  These are the possible answers for  the
next 2 questions.

5. Imagine that sometime soon you were to have sexual 
intercourse with someone just once, but were unable to
use any method of birth control for some reason.  What
is the chance that you would get (If R is male, add: your
partner) pregnant? H1RP5 num 1

962 1 almost no chance

1828 2 some chance, but probably not

6541 3 a 50-50 chance

4153 4 a good chance
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1372 5 almost certain

40 6 refused

5676 7 legitimate skip

171 8 don’t know

3 9 not applicable

6. Suppose that sometime soon you had sexual intercourse
for a whole month, as often as you wanted to, without
using any protection.  What is the chance that you would
get the AIDS virus? H1RP6 num 1

1135 1 almost no chance

1700 2 some chance, but probably not

3534 3 a 50-50 chance

5273 4 a good chance

3202 5 almost certain

48 6 refused

5676 7 legitimate skip

174 8 don’t know

4 9 not applicable


