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Section 5: Sun Exposure

Section 5 is asked of all respondents.  It gathers information about measures adolescents may take to protect themselves from the
sun, as well as their experiences with sun burns in the past and their tanning behaviors.

When you go outside on a sunny day for more than one hour, how likely are
you to...

1. wear a wide-brimmed hat or a long-sleeved shirt that
protects you from the sun? H2UV1 num 1

1678 1 very likely

2296 2 somewhat likely

10753 3 unlikely

1 6 refused

10 8 don’t know

READ IF NECESSARY:  When you go outside on a sunny day for more
than one hour, how likely are you to...

2. stay in the shade to avoid the sun? H2UV2 num 1

3850 1 very likely

5079 2 somewhat likely

5802 3 unlikely

1 6 refused

6 8 don’t know

3. use sunscreen or sunblock? H2UV3 num 1

2190 1 very likely

3255 2 somewhat likely

9285 3 unlikely

1 6 refused

7 8 don’t know

4. After several months of not being in the sun, when
you go out in the sun without sunscreen or
protective clothing for the first time for at least an
hour, do you... H2UV4 num 1

280 1 get a severe sunburn with blisters
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1757 2 get a bad sunburn which peels later

5121 3 get a mild sunburn which becomes a tan

5678 4 get a suntan without burning

1857 5 other

3 6 refused

42 8 don’t know

5. When you go out in the sun every day for two
weeks, do you get... H2UV5 num 2

3216 1 very dark and deeply tanned

4733 2 moderately tanned

4375 3 mildly tanned

898 4 only freckled or no suntan at all

650 5 repeated sunburns

827 6 other

3 96 refused

36 98 don’t know

6. How many times in your life have you had a
sunburn that blistered? H2UV6 num 2

9073 0 0 times [If “0,” skip to Q.8] 

5618 range 1 to 90 times

2 96 refused [skip to Q.8]

45 98 don’t know [skip to Q.8]

7. How many times during the PAST YEAR have you
had a sunburn that blistered? H2UV7 num 2

3606 0 0 times

2003 range 1 to 18 times

9120 97 legitimate skip

8 98 don’t know

1 ! missing
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8. How many times in your life have you used a sunlamp or a tanning
booth or a tanning parlor or salon? H2UV8 num 1

12439 0 never (0 times)

462 1 1 time

321 2 2 times

552 3 3-9 times

399 4 10-20 times

558 5 21 or more times

1 6 refused

6 8 don’t know

9. During the summer, how often do you sunbathe, or
lie in the sun, to get a tan? H2UV9 num 1

1726 1 frequently

2694 2 occasionally

2840 3 rarely

7470 4 never

1 6 refused

7 8 don’t know

10. During a
typical summer
week, how
many hours do
you spend
outdoors in the
sun during the
day? H2UV10 num 3

337 0 0 hours

14333 range 1 to 125 hours

1 996 refused

67 998 don’t know


