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Section 17:  Motivations to Engage in Risky Behaviors

Section 17 deals with potential motivations to engage in or refrain from sexual intercourse before marriage.  It is administered
only to respondents who have never been married.

This section is administered if MARRIED = “no.”

The next questions are about how you would feel about having sexual intercourse at this time in your life. 
Some people have sexual intercourse before they get married.  Others do not.  For these questions, it doesn’t
matter whether you yourself have had sexual intercourse.  Just indicate whether you agree or disagree with
the statements.

[Hand R showcard 6.] 

If you had sexual intercourse...

1. your friends would respect you more. H2MO1 num 1

395 1 strongly agree

1042 2 agree

4550 3 neither agree nor disagree

4740 4 disagree

3529 5 strongly disagree

41 6 refused

143 7 legitimate skip

105 8 don’t know

193 ! missing

2. your partner would lose respect for you. H2MO2 num 1

808 1 strongly agree

1380 2 agree

4778 3 neither agree nor disagree

4904 4 disagree

2302 5 strongly disagree

43 6 refused

143 7 legitimate skip

187 8 don’t know
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193 ! missing

3. afterward, you would feel guilty. H2MO3 num 1

2337 1 strongly agree

2714 2 agree

4085 3 neither agree nor disagree

3672 4 disagree

1408 5 strongly disagree

44 6 refused

143 7 legitimate skip

142 8 don’t know

193 ! missing

If RESMOM, ask Q.4.
4. it would upset {MOM NAME}. H2MO4 num 1

5882 1 strongly agree

3269 2 agree

2472 3 neither agree nor disagree

1243 4 disagree

411 5 strongly disagree

41 6 refused

1121 7 legitimate skip

111 8 don’t know

188 ! missing

5. it would give you a great deal of physical pleasure H2MO5 num 1

1850 1 strongly agree

4043 2 agree

5638 3 neither agree nor disagree

1581 4 disagree

945 5 strongly disagree
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69 6 refused

143 7 legitimate skip

276 8 don’t know

193 ! missing

6. If R is male:  it would make you more attractive to women.
If R is female:  it would make you more attractive to men. H2MO6 num 1

404 1 strongly agree

958 2 agree

5169 3 neither agree nor disagree

4570 4 disagree

3062 5 strongly disagree

52 6 refused

143 7 legitimate skip

187 8 don’t know

193 ! missing

7. you would feel less lonely. H2MO7 num 1

386 1 strongly agree

1552 2 agree

4831 3 neither agree nor disagree

4531 4 disagree

2875 5 strongly disagree

46 6 refused

143 7 legitimate skip

181 8 don’t know

193 ! missing

[For Q.8-12: If R is male, ask “If you got someone pregnant”
If R is female, ask “If you got pregnant”] 

8. it would be embarrassing for your family. H2MO8 num 1

4904 1 strongly agree
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3415 2 agree

2838 3 neither agree nor disagree

2212 4 disagree

894 5 strongly disagree

44 6 refused

143 7 legitimate skip

95 8 don’t know

193 ! missing

9. it would be embarrassing for you. H2MO9 num 1

5332 1 strongly agree

3205 2 agree

2305 3 neither agree nor disagree

2299 4 disagree

1137 5 strongly disagree

44 6 refused

143 7 legitimate skip

80 8 don’t know

193 ! missing

10. you would have to quit school. H2MO10 num 1

1135 1 strongly agree

1821 2 agree

2997 3 neither agree nor disagree

5354 4 disagree

2913 5 strongly disagree

57 6 refused

143 7 legitimate skip

125 8 don’t know

193 ! missing
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11. you might marry the wrong person, just to get married. H2MO11 num 1

1783 1 strongly agree

3025 2 agree

3051 3 neither agree nor disagree

3830 4 disagree

2533 5 strongly disagree

48 6 refused

143 7 legitimate skip

132 8 don’t know

193 ! missing

12. you would be forced to grow up too fast. H2MO12 num 1

5039 1 strongly agree

5293 2 agree

1809 3 neither agree nor disagree

1509 4 disagree

614 5 strongly disagree

47 6 refused

143 7 legitimate skip

91 8 don’t know

193 ! missing

13. If R is male:  If you got someone pregnant, you would have
to help her decide whether or not to have the baby, and
that would be stressful and difficult.

If R is female:  If you got pregnant, you would have to decide
whether or not to have the baby, and that would be
stressful and difficult. H2MO13 num 1

5117 1 strongly agree

4748 2 agree

1633 3 neither agree nor disagree
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1625 4 disagree

1129 5 strongly disagree

51 6 refused

143 7 legitimate skip

99 8 don’t know

193 ! missing

14. If R is male:  If you got someone pregnant, you would
encourage the girl to get an abortion.

If R is female:  If you got pregnant, you would consider
getting an abortion. H2MO14 num 1

838 1 strongly agree

1621 2 agree

2943 3 neither agree nor disagree

3557 4 disagree

5273 5 strongly disagree

50 6 refused

143 7 legitimate skip

120 8 don’t know

193 ! missing

15. You are morally opposed to abortions. H2MO15 num 1

4613 1 strongly agree

2597 2 agree

3506 3 neither agree nor disagree

2171 4 disagree

1357 5 strongly disagree

45 6 refused

143 7 legitimate skip

113 8 don’t know

193 ! missing
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16. Have you taken a public or written pledge to remain a
virgin until marriage? H2MO16 num 1

12575 0 no

1732 1 yes

32 6 refused

143 7 legitimate skip

63 6 don’t know

193 ! missing


