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Data for Wave VI of Add Health was supported by two cooperative agreements from the National 
Institute on Aging (1U01AG071448, principal investigator Robert A. Hummer, and 1U01AG071450, 
principal investigators Robert A. Hummer and Allison E. Aiello) and a special supplement  
(U01-AG071450-02S1, principal investigators Robert A. Hummer, Allison E. Aiello, and Eric A. Whitsel)  
to the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Co-funding for Wave VI was provided by the Eunice 
Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, the National Institute on 
Minority Health and Health Disparities, the National Institute on Drug Abuse, the NIH Office of 
Behavioral and Social Science Research, and the NIH Office of Disease Prevention. Data from Waves I-V 
of Add Health are from the Add Health Program Project, grant P01 HD31921 (Kathleen Mullan Harris) 
from the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, with 
cooperative funding from 23 other federal agencies and foundations. Add Health was originally designed 
by J. Richard Udry, Peter S. Bearman, and Kathleen Mullan Harris at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. Add Health is currently directed by Robert A. Hummer; it was previously directed by 
Kathleen Mullan Harris (2004-2021) and J. Richard Udry (1994-2004). Information on obtaining Add 
Health data is available on the project website (https://addhealth.cpc.unc.edu). 

https://addhealth.cpc.unc.edu/


Rural-Urban Commuting Area (RUCA) Codes

Rural-Urban Commuting Area (RUCA) Codes
Title Rural-Urban Commuting Area (RUCA) Codes
File Name w5ruca.sas7bdat
Case Quantity 97700
Variable Count 6

AID - RESPONDENT IDENTIFIER NUMBER
Type Text
Constraints Maximum Length: 8

Valid Invalid
97,700 0

RMERUCADTO - RUCA DATE TO
Type Text
Constraints Maximum Length: 10

Notes Date range: 08/31/1995--01/17/2019

Valid Invalid
97,700 0

RMERUCADFR - RUCA DATE FROM
Type Text
Constraints Maximum Length: 10

Notes Date range: 01/03/1994--01/10/2019

Valid Invalid
97,700 0

RMERUCAYR - RUCA SOURCE YEAR
Type Numeric (Double)
Measurement Unit Numeric

Valid Invalid Minimum Maximum Mean StdDev
97,700 0 1,990 2,020 2,004.25865 10.27807

RMERUCA001 - RUCA CODE
Type Code
Notes RUCA code definitions change according to SOURCE year. Please see user

guide for specific RUCA code definitions matched to SOURCE year.

Frequency % of total % of valid

1



Rural-Urban Commuting Area (RUCA) Codes

Valid 1 1.0 46,075 47.16% 68.52%
1.1 1.1 791 0.81% 1.18%
2 2.0 6,672 6.83% 9.92%
2.1 2.1 35 0.04% 0.05%
2.2 2.2 3 0% 0%
3 3.0 514 0.53% 0.76%
4 4.0 4,114 4.21% 6.12%
4.1 4.1 282 0.29% 0.42%
4.2 4.2 170 0.17% 0.25%
5 5.0 1,284 1.31% 1.91%
5.1 5.1 3 0% 0%
5.2 5.2 17 0.02% 0.03%
6 6.0 170 0.17% 0.25%
6.1 6.1 4 0% 0.01%
7 7.0 1,941 1.99% 2.89%
7.1 7.1 39 0.04% 0.06%
7.2 7.2 15 0.02% 0.02%
7.3 7.3 60 0.06% 0.09%
7.4 7.4 295 0.3% 0.44%
8 8.0 1,079 1.1% 1.6%
8.1 8.1 4 0% 0.01%
8.2 8.2 40 0.04% 0.06%
8.3 8.3 59 0.06% 0.09%
8.4 8.4 22 0.02% 0.03%
9 9.0 525 0.54% 0.78%
9.1 9.1 11 0.01% 0.02%
9.2 9.2 17 0.02% 0.03%
10 10.0 1,378 1.41% 2.05%
10.1 10.1 122 0.12% 0.18%
10.2 10.2 64 0.07% 0.1%
10.3 10.3 67 0.07% 0.1%
10.4 10.4 891 0.91% 1.32%
10.5 10.5 337 0.34% 0.5%
10.6 10.6 145 0.15% 0.22%
99 99.0 3 0% 0%

Total 67,248 68.83% 100%

Missing -9990 Geocode missing 13,677 14%
-9992 Missing in the source contextual

data
16,775 17.17%

Total 30,452 31.17%

Valid Invalid Minimum Maximum
67,248 30,452 1 99

RMERUCA002 - RUCA CODE CLASS
Type Code
Measurement Unit Numeric

Frequency % of total % of valid

2



Rural-Urban Commuting Area (RUCA) Codes

Valid 1 Urban 54,539 55.82% 81.1%
2 Large Rural City / Town 5,759 5.89% 8.56%
3 Small Rural Town 4,065 4.16% 6.05%
4 Isolated Small Rural Town 2,882 2.95% 4.29%

Total 67,245 68.83% 100%

Missing -9990 Geocode missing 13,677 14%
-9992 Missing in the source contextual

data
16,778 17.17%

Total 30,455 31.17%

Valid Invalid Minimum Maximum
67,245 30,455 1 4
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