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Section 17: Motivations to Engage in Risky Behaviors

Section 17—which deals with potential motivations to engage in or refrain from sexual intercourse before marriage—is
administered only to respondents who are at least 15 years old (and who are not married).

The next questions are about how you would feel about having sexual intercourse at this
time in your life.  Some people have sexual intercourse before they get married.  Others
do not.  For these questions, it doesn’t matter whether you yourself have had intercourse. 
Just indicate whether you agree or disagree with the statements.

[Hand R show card 5.]

This section is administered if MARRIED = “no” and respondent $ 15.

1. If you had sexual intercourse, your friends would respect
you more. H1MO1 num 1

505 1 strongly agree

1423 2 agree

4880 3 neither agree nor disagree

4814 4 disagree

3150 5 strongly disagree

80 6 refused

5754 7 legitimate skip

135 8 don’t know

5 9 not applicable

2. If you had sexual intercourse, your partner would lose
respect for you. H1MO2 num 1

805 1 strongly agree

1602 2 agree

4592 3 neither agree nor disagree

5324 4 disagree

2384 5 strongly disagree

90 6 refused

5754 7 legitimate skip

191 8 don’t know
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4 9 not applicable

3. If you had sexual intercourse, afterward, you would feel
guilty. H1MO3 num 1

2324 1 strongly agree

2820 2 agree

3988 3 neither agree nor disagree

4018 4 disagree

1582 5 strongly disagree

85 6 refused

5754 7 legitimate skip

171 8 don’t know

4 9 not applicable

If MOM, ask Q.4.
4. If you had sexual intercourse, it would upset {NAME

OF MOTHER}. H1MO4 num 1

5647 1 strongly agree

3681 2 agree

2514 3 neither agree nor disagree

1404 4 disagree

520 5 strongly disagree

68 6 refused

6758 7 legitimate skip

150 8 don’t know

4 9 not applicable

5. If you had sexual intercourse, it would give you a great
deal of physical pleasure. H1MO5 num 1

2104 1 strongly agree

4633 2 agree

5454 3 neither agree nor disagree

1559 4 disagree
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833 5 strongly disagree

121 6 refused

5754 7 legitimate skip

284 8 don’t know

4 9 not applicable

6. If you had sexual intercourse, it would relax you. H1MO6 num 1

1145 1 strongly agree

3465 2 agree

6660 3 neither agree nor disagree

2232 4 disagree

1050 5 strongly disagree

121 6 refused

5754 7 legitimate skip

315 8 don’t know

4 9 not applicable

7. If R is male:  If you had sexual intercourse, it would make
you more attractive to women.
If R is female:  If you had sexual intercourse, it would make
you more attractive to men. H1MO7 num 1

477 1 strongly agree

1106 2 agree

5382 3 neither agree nor disagree

4661 4 disagree

3033 5 strongly disagree

101 6 refused

5754 7 legitimate skip

227 8 don’t know

5 9 not applicable

8. If you had sexual intercourse, you would feel less lonely. H1MO8 num 1

487 1 strongly agree
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2027 2 agree

4866 3 neither agree nor disagree

4633 4 disagree

2660 5 strongly disagree

100 6 refused

5754 7 legitimate skip

215 8 don’t know

4 9 not applicable

9. If R is male:  If you got someone pregnant, it would be
embarrassing for your family.
If R is female:  If you got pregnant, it would be embarrassing
for your family. H1MO9 num 1

5141 1 strongly agree

3607 2 agree

2563 3 neither agree nor disagree

2478 4 disagree

965 5 strongly disagree

80 6 refused

5754 7 legitimate skip

155 8 don’t know

3 9 not applicable

10. If R is male:  If you got someone pregnant, it would be
embarrassing for you.
If R is female:  If you got pregnant, it would be embarrassing
for you. H1MO10 num 1

5342 1 strongly agree

3401 2 agree

2092 3 neither agree nor disagree

2693 4 disagree

1254 5 strongly disagree

78 6 refused
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5754 7 legitimate skip

129 8 don’t know

3 9 not applicable

11. If R is male:  If you got someone pregnant, you would have
to quit school.
If R is female:  If you got pregnant, you would have to quit
school. H1MO11 num 1

1110 1 strongly agree

1765 2 agree

2524 3 neither agree nor disagree

5987 4 disagree

3338 5 strongly disagree

80 6 refused

5754 7 legitimate skip

162 8 don’t know

26 9 not applicable

12. If R is male:  If you got someone pregnant, you might marry
the wrong person, just to get married.
If R is female:  If you got pregnant, you might marry the
wrong person, just to get married. H1MO12 num 1

1824 1 strongly agree

3360 2 agree

2616 3 neither agree nor disagree

4117 4 disagree

2826 5 strongly disagree

79 6 refused

5754 7 legitimate skip

166 8 don’t know

4 9 not applicable
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13. If R is male:  If you got someone pregnant, you would be
forced to grow up too fast.
If R is female:  If you got pregnant, you would be forced to
grow up too fast. H1MO13 num 1

4964 1 strongly agree

5618 2 agree

1662 3 neither agree nor disagree

1764 4 disagree

766 5 strongly disagree

77 6 refused

5754 7 legitimate skip

136 8 don’t know

5 9 not applicable

14. If R is male:  If you got someone pregnant, you would have
to help her decide whether or not to have the baby, and
that would be stressful and difficult.
If R is female:  If you got pregnant, you would have to decide
whether or not to have the baby, and that would be
stressful and difficult. H1MO14 num 1

5596 1 strongly agree

4984 2 agree

1452 3 neither agree nor disagree

1585 4 disagree

1148 5 strongly disagree

82 6 refused

5754 7 legitimate skip

140 8 don’t know

5 9 not applicable


