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Section 33: Parents’ Attitudes

Section 33 asks respondents who have not been married to describe their parents’ attitudes about their sexual activity and use of
contraception. If a respondent has not had sexual intercourse, the questions are hypothetical.

Parents often have certain feelings about their child’s sexual activity. The next few questions ask how you
think your parents would feel toward your sexual activity.

[Hand R showcard 18.]

If RESMOM, ask Q.1-3.

Regardless of whether you have done these things or not, how would your mother

feel about each of the following things? (If MOM = “biological mother,” add: 1 mean, the
mother you live with.)

1. How would she feel about your having sex at this time in your life? H2PA1 num 1
6567 1 | strongly disapprove
3508 2 | disapprove
2941 3 | neither disapprove nor approve
411 4 | approve
102 5 | strongly approve
37 6 | refused
1112 7 | legitimate skip
60 8 | don't know
2. How would she feel about your having sexual intercourse with
someone who was special to you and whom you knew well—like a
steady {GIRLFRIEND/ BOYFRIEND}? H2PA2 num 1

5143 1 | strongly disapprove
3440 2 | disapprove
3413 3 | neither disapprove nor approve
1289 4 | approve
231 5 | strongly approve

41 6 | refused
1112 7 | legitimate skip

69 8 | don't know
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3. How would she feel about your using birth control at this time in your
life? H2PA3 num 1
3214 1 | strongly disapprove
1731 2 | disapprove
2741 3 | neither disapprove nor approve
2953 4 | approve
2830 5 | strongly approve
39 6 | refused
1112 7 | legitimate skip
118 8 | don't know
If RESDAD, ask Q.4-6.
Regardless of whether you have done these things or not, how would your father
feel about each of the following things? (If DAD = “biological father,” add: I mean, the
father you live with.)
4. How would he feel about your having sex at this time in your life? H2PA4 num 1
5390 1 | strongly disapprove
2214 2 | disapprove
2190 3 | neither disapprove nor approve
416 4 | approve
117 5 | strongly approve
31 6 | refused
4322 7 | legitimate skip
58 8 | don't know
5. How would he feel about your having sexual intercourse with
someone who was special to you and whom you knew well—like a
steady {GIRLFRIEND/ BOYFRIEND}? H2PA5 num 1

4746 1 | strongly disapprove

2235 2 | disapprove

2418 3 | neither disapprove nor approve
741 4 | approve
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185 5 | strongly approve
34 6 | refused
4322 7 | legitimate skip
57 8 | don't know
6. How would he feel about your using birth control at this time in your
life? H2PAG6 num 1
3017 1 | strongly disapprove
1324 2 | disapprove
2319 3 | neither disapprove nor approve
1803 4 | approve
1807 5 | strongly approve
38 6 | refused
4322 7 | legitimate skip
108 8 | don't know
7. Regardless of whether you have ever had a child, would you consider
having a child in the future as an unmarried person? H2PA7 num 1
10756 0 |no
3706 1| yes
43 6 | refused
132 7 | legitimate skip
101 8 | don't know
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